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Solidarity With Kashmiris Under Indian Occupation

Two-thirds of the state of Jammu and Kashmir has been
under India’s military occupation since October 1947,
Britain, the departing colonial power, had much to do
with creating this problem. The oppressed people of
Kashmir have categorically rejected India's illegal
occupation of their state. The Kashmiris have endured
more than seven-decades of suffering and oppression.
Their suffering should be highlighted regularly to expose
Indian crimes.

According to Kashmiri journalist Gowhar Geelani,
Kashmir Day has been observed historically right from
1931. It was first proposed by the then Kashmir
Committee, which included the likes of Allama Igbal.
Geelani was quoting the Srinagar-based international
law expert, Dr Sheikh Showkat Hussain, who wrote in
February 2017: "In the 1930s, the day was observed to
express camaraderie with the Kashmiris’ struggle
against the autocratic Dogra ruler Maharaja Hari Singh.
in present day context, Kashmir Day is being observed to
show solidarity with the struggle of occupied Kashmiris
against India.”

Various international reports disclose that since 1989, more
than 100,000 Kashmiris have been murdered by the 900,000
Indian occupation troops. Rape of women and girls is also
used as an instrument of oppression and terror. The Kashmir
Media Service, one of the most authentic sources of news on
Jammu and Kashmir, reports that by the end of December
2024, 13,256 girls and women had been raped by Indian
troops since February 1989,

One of the most horrific cases of gang rapes occurred on
the night of 23 February 1991. Members of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF), an unruly mob of Hindu
terrorists in uniform, raided the twin villages of Kunan
and Pushpora in the remote Kupwara district of Kashmir.
The heavily armed soldiers took all the men and boys out
into the freezing cold and held them at gunpoint while
they went from house to house, searching allegedly for
"militants” but in actual fact, committed gang rapes.
Girls as young as seven years old and women as old as
70 were raped. Despite repeated calls by the Kashmiris
and human rights organizations, both Indian and
international, for an investigation Into the Kunan-
Pushpora crime, the matter was dismissed. No one has
been held accountable much less charged with this
heinous crime.

The Kashmiris are suffering because they demand the
right of self-determination, a fundamental right of every
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human being. This has been denied to them since 1947.
According to the partition plan of British-ruled India,
Muslim majority areas were to become part of Pakistan
while Hindu majority areas would form part of India. This
formula was accepted by the leaders of the two
movements—the All-India Muslim League that led the
Pakistan movement and Indian National Congress that
represented Hindu sentiment. Yet the Indian Congress
in connivance with the British, violated this agreement
in the case of Kashmir. The people of Jammu and
Kashmir who were overwhelmingly Muslim, had no
doubt that their state would become part of Pakistan.
After all, not only the people’s sentiment but even their
culture, geography, history and physical links, such as
postal service, telegraph etc.,, were all linked with
Pakistan.

Naturally, India’s illegal occupation of the state led to an
uprising by the Kashmiris and a war between India and
Pakistan. Since then, three wars have been fought
between the two countries and ceasefire along the Line
of Control (LoC) remains tenuous. Indian troops
frequently shell border villages on the Pakistani side
killing innocent Kashmiris. There are 11 UN Security
Council resolutions calling for a plebiscite (referendum)
in Indian Occupied Kashmir so that the people can freely
exercise their right to self-determination. India has not
only refused to hold a referendum that it had initially
proclaimed publicly before the whaole world, Delhi
unilaterally abrogated articles 370 and 35A of the Indian
constitution in August 2019. These had conferred special
status to Kashmir and blocked settlement of non-
Kashmiris in the state,

Since then, some 4.5 million non-Kashmiri Hindus have
been illegally settled in Kashmir. The intent is clear:
dilute the population of Kashmir so thatif a referendum
is held in the future, the Kashmiris would not have a
clear majority. This policy of social engineering has gone
hand-in-hand with the crushing of all forms of dissent in
Indian Occupied Kashmir, a criminal ploy that India has
borrowed from its all-weather ally Israel. Journalists,
academics, doctors and even school children are
targeted and imprisoned or killed. These developments
make it even more imperative to highlight the plight of
the Kashmiris and express solidarity with their just
struggle for freedom.

Courtesy: https://thedigitaltruth.org/articles/solidarity-
with-kashmiris-under-indian-occupation
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